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Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                                                           (216) 524-4131         

                                                                                                           

 

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR FEBRUARY 26, 2021  

 
 

 
This week the U.S. marked a heartbreaking milestone of 500,000 

COVID-related deaths.  The number of American deaths from the 

coronavirus is higher than the death toll from World War One, 

World War Two, and the Vietnam War combined.  President 

Biden ordered all flags to be lowered to half-staff to remember 

the lives lost.    

 

Although numbers are going in the right direction, and hospital 

admission rates have fallen, there are currently 28.1 million 

confirmed infections in the U.S.    There are also growing 

concerns about several variants that could potentially spark new 

deadly outbreaks.   

 

More vaccination sites, including independent pharmacies, will have vaccines available 

next week.  Also, the supply of doses is expected to increase throughout March.   

 

There is some encouraging news. Gov. Mike DeWine announced that he would soon lift 

some COVID-restrictions on sports venues, banquet halls, and other spring and summer 

events.  

 

Always wear a mask and socially distance when you are in public to protect yourself and 

others. 

 

 

Independence Local Schools & COVID-19 Vaccines 

Next Thursday, March 4, Independence Local Schools' employees will receive the second 

round of the COVID-19 vaccine.  There will be remote learning on March 4, and there will 

not be any classes next Friday, March 5.  
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COVID-19 & Protecting Your Wellbeing 

Health experts recommend that people focus on what they can 
control to help them cope with the upheaval and stress associated 
with the pandemic.   

They say setting routines, scheduling time to exercise, healthy 
eating, and self-care are essential for our physical and emotional 
health.  

I hope everyone will check out the many programs and activities in 
the March Community Spotlight that should be arriving in your 
mailbox this weekend.  

Any resident, who needs assistance registering for a COVID-19 vaccine, 

should call Community Services at 216-524-7373. 

 

 

 

Identity Theft Scammers 

The Ohio Department of Public Safety is warning residents that scammers have been 
calling and claiming to be from Ohio Homeland Security (OHS) and telling recipients that 
someone had stolen their identity.  

The scammers make these calls more convincing because they appear on the Caller ID as 
coming from OHS's main phone line, 614-387-6171. The call is not from this phone 
number. The calls are spoofed, meaning the scammer is changing the information sent to 
your caller ID to disguise their identity.  

Ohio Homeland Security doesn't investigate personal identity theft.   If you 
receive one of these calls, hang up and report the call to the Independence Police.  You can 
also call the Statewide Terrorism Analysis and Crime Center (STACC) at 1-877-647-4683. 
 
 
 

 

New Emergency Notification System 

The City of Independence will be transitioning to the Cuyahoga County’s Ready Notify 

Alert System starting in March.   It will take several weeks to get all of our residents 

registered.    

The SwiftReach Alert system will remain active.  Residents will continue to 

receive time-sensitive and/or emergency alerts from the Police and Fire Departments and 

my weekly Friday night calls.  
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Ready Notify allows people to choose the types of alerts they want to receive and how 

they want to be notified:  telephone, mobile phone, text, and/or email.  Also families can 

register multiple members of their household.   

The March edition of The Independence Post has information on how people can 

register online at www.readynotify.us, or by downloading the CodeRED Mobile Alert 

app as well as a mail-in registration form on pages 8 and 9.    

If anyone has any questions or needs help to register for an account, please call 

Community Services at 216.524.7373 during regular business hours.    

 

 

 

Drop In and Download 

All Cuyahoga County Public Libraries, including the 

Independence Branch, reopened for public access on 

February 1, 2021.  Masks are required.  

They are offering adults instructions on how to 

download and borrow free movies, music, eBooks, 

eAudiobooks, and eMagazines from their Digital 

Collection.   

The next Drop-In and Download session will be Tuesday, March 9, from 9:30 AM to 

12:35 PM.  Bring your device, password, and library card, and the staff will get you started. 

For more information, call the Independence Branch at 216-447-0160 or click here.  

 

http://www.readynotify.us/
https://www.cuyahogalibrary.org/Borrow/Digital-
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Outdoor & Indoor Fun 

February's long stretch of below-freezing weather made for an extended ice skating season 

on Elmwood Pond.   Between February 11 and February 23, there were steady crowds of 

hockey players, figure skaters and families sharing the ice.   

Residents suggested the City create a fire pit to keep people warm, and with the Fire 

Department’s approval, one was built on the north side of the pond.  Thanks to the 

Recreation Department for monitoring conditions and maintaining the ice. 

 

The Wintertime Fun programs taught preschoolers how to build creative and colorful 
Great Barrier Reefs and the indoor play equipment was a hit during Preschool Playtime.  
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Thirteen Junior Chefs learned how to make Bayou Bread 
Pudding in a nod to Mardi Gras. 

 
  
 
There are 60 children registered for the Afterschool Program and 
another ten students on the wait list.  Before this week’s thaw, 
students enjoyed playing in the snow every day after school.  
 
Libby Wingate (pictured right) summed it up this way, “Snow much 

fun!” 

 

 

 

Getting Ready for Summer 

 

The Technical Services Department completed cleaning and refabricating a large pump 

frame for the outdoor pool slide. Over the years the chlorine has wreaked havoc on the 

metal structure. The pump frame will be reinstalled and tested as soon as the weather 

breaks, which could be as early as next week.  

 

 
 
Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for February 26, 2021, can be 
downloaded here.   
 
 
 

Send your name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org to subscribe to Mayor 

Kurtz’s Weekly Update.  

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

